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SESSION ONE

Sound Made Sight

Lesson Summary

The Gospel of John stands out from the other three New Testament gospels. Unlike them, it includes

no mention of demonic exorcisms or disputes over Sabbath observance. It never mentions Jesus’
temptation in the wilderness or his institution of the Lord’s Supper. John doesn’t even include Jesus’
parables or his teaching about the kingdom of heaven. John’s gospel seems entirely different in many
ways. And yet, despite its differences, John has long been regarded as the most theologically pro-
found of them all. In this first session of our study, we focus our attention on the startling claim that
John makes in his introductory remarks—“In the beginning was the Word...and the Word became
flesh”—and its profound implications for God’s relationship with us.

Appointed Scripture

This week, read and discuss John 1:1-18 as a group.

Group Discussion Questions

1.
2.

Pray

What was one point from this week’s teaching that stood out to you?

What do you make of the differences between John’s gospel and the other three? Why is it
important to read all four of these gospels? What intrigues you the most about John’s unique
approach?

How would you describe the God of the Old Testament? What stories from the Old Testa-
ment stand out to you as you think about what it means for people to encounter that God?
Why do you think John begins his gospel by identifying the person of Jesus with that God?

What difference does it make that the Word became flesh, that the God who was heard be-
came the God who could be seen? What might this have to do with Jesus’ statement to his
disciples in John 15:15 that he no longer calls them servants but “friends”? Can you imagine
being friends with God as he is depicted in the Old Testament? Can you imagine being friends
with Jesus? What makes these scenarios feel different from one another?

What do you think is the greatest challenge to you living out this teaching? What is one prac-
tical step that you can take in the coming week to overcome this challenge?

Spend some time sharing prayer requests with one another and end in prayer. Encourage your group
members to spend the next week reading and reflecting on John 1-4.
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SESSION TWO

Exposed by the Light

Lesson Summary

In John 1:5, John describes the entrance of Jesus into the world as light entering into darkness. Je-
sus says something similar in 3:19. He says that the light has come into the world, but that people
loved the darkness rather than the light. But why should people love the darkness rather than the
light? What does that even mean? In this session, we will explore these questions by discussing the
two important conversations which Jesus has in chapters 3 and 4, the first with Nicodemus and the
second with the Samaritan woman. When these two people meet Jesus, he brings light into to them
precisely by exposing their own internal darkness and need. Despite their attempts to direct the
conversation elsewhere, Jesus forces them to come to terms with the truth about themselves. And
through their examples, we learn something important about what it means for Jesus to be the Light
of the world. Jesus sheds light on those parts of our lives that we'd rather remain hidden. It can be
very uncomfortable. We can try to avoid it. But in the end, it’s the only way to find true life.

Appointed Scripture

This week, read and discuss John 4:7-30 as a group.

Group Discussion Questions
1. What was one point from this week’s teaching that stood out to you?

2. Respond to this quote by Dietrich Bonhoeffer: “Sin wants to be alone with people...Sin wants
to remain unkown. It shuns the light. In the darkness of what is left unsaid sin poisons the
whole being of a person...Sin must be brought into the light.”

3. Both Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman tried to engage Jesus by discussing impersonal
topics and theological opinions. Whether or not they intended it, they were in fact avoiding
the subject of their own darkness and sin. How can you relate to this tendency? What are
some different ways that we avoid or distract ourselves from dealing with our own sin?

4. How do these two encounters with Jesus compare to your own relationship with Jesus?
5. What do you think is the greatest challenge to you living out this teaching? What is one prac-
tical step that you can take in the coming week to overcome this challenge?
Pray

Spend some time sharing prayer requests with one another and end in prayer. Encourage your group
members to spend the next week reading and reflecting on John 5-8.
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SESSION THREE

Bread That Gives Life

Lesson Summary

Why do some people continue to follow Jesus and others, who seem to have authentic and enthu-
siastic faith, walk away from him? A very clear example of this phenomenon can be found in John

chapter 6. At the beginning of the chapter, a large crowd of thousands of people is following Jesus

around and declaring their belief in him as the long awaited prophet and wanting to make him king.
By the end of the chapter, however, they have almost all abandoned him and only his closest follow-
ers remain. In this session, we’'ll discuss what motivated this crowd, what was wrong with their “faith,”
and how we can respond more faithfully to the life that Jesus offers.

Appointed Scripture
This week, read and discuss John 6:1-15, 66-69 as a group.

Group Discussion Questions
1. What was one point from this week’s teaching that stood out to you?

2. How would you describe the “faith” that is exhibited by this crowd? What do you make of
their perception that Jesus is the prophet who was to come and their desire to make him
king? How might Jesus’ popularity with this crowd explain Jesus’ widespread popularity to-
day?

3. Discuss this quote from C.S. Lewis: “It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too
strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and
ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making
mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the
sea. We are far too easily pleased.” How might Lewis’s words apply to the crowd in John 6?
What do you think are the primary desires that distract you from the greater, eternal life that
Jesus offers?

4. Thelesson mentions sacramental worship as one of the means that God “retrains” our hearts
away from lesser goods to a desire for eternal life. What has God used in your own life to
train or retrain your desires toward Himself and His kingdom?

5. What do you think is the greatest challenge to you living out this teaching? What is one prac-
tical step that you can take in the coming week to overcome this challenge?
Pray

Spend some time sharing prayer requests with one another and end in prayer. Encourage your group
members to spend the next week reading and reflecting on John 9-10.
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SESSION FOUR

The Good Shepherd

Lesson Summary

The ancient catacombs that run for hundreds of miles underneath the city of Rome are where early
Christians buried their dead, and also where they created hundreds of pieces of Christian art to de-
pict their faith. Among all those underground paintings, there is one image that can be found more
than any other, one image that early Christians most frequently chose to adorn the walls of their
resting place—the image of Jesus as the good shepherd. Why was this image so powerful? What
does it teach us about Jesus? And how should it affect the way that we relate to him as his followers?
Those are the questions that we'll unpack together in this session.

Appointed Scripture

This week, read and discuss John 10:1-16 as a group.

Group Discussion Questions
1. What was one point from this week’s teaching that stood out to you?

2. Imagine you lived as a Christian in ancient Rome and were burying a loved one in the cata-
combs and were asked what image or images you would like painted on their resting place as
a symbol of their faith. What image(s) would you choose? Why?

3. How does Jesus’ depiction of himself as a “good shepherd” affect your perception of him?
How does he compare with other leaders or “shepherds” that you've experienced?

4. Read Psalm 23. How would you compare this psalm’s description of God as a shepherd with
Jesus’ description of himself? How does this psalm relate to your experience of Jesus?

5. David Ford talks about “habits of listening, attention, reading, rereading, meditation, etc.”
that help us to listen to the voice of Jesus amidst the “innumerable other voices” of our lives.
What are some habits that help you listen to and pay attention to Jesus’ voice in your own
life?

6. What do you think is the greatest challenge to you living out this teaching? What is one prac-
tical step that you can take in the coming week to overcome this challenge?

Pray

Spend some time sharing prayer requests with one another and end in prayer. Encourage your group
members to spend the next week reading and reflecting on John 11-13.
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SESSION FIVE

A New Commandment

Lesson Summary

In John 13, Jesus gives his disciples a “new commandment,” but what was new about this command?
It wasn'’t simply the exhortation to love your neighbor—that had been commanded in the Old Testa-
ment as well—but rather the form that love should take. Jesus was commanding his disciples to love
in the same way that he loved them. It’s a remarkable ethical vision, but how can we possibly follow
it? How was it possible for Jesus to love as he loved, and how can we find the freedom to do the
same? Those are the questions we'll be exploring in this session.

Appointed Scripture

This week, read and discuss John 13:1-7, 31-35 as a group.

Group Discussion Questions

1.

2.

Pray

What was one point from this week’s teaching that stood out to you?

Discuss Jesus’ command to “love one another as just as | have loved you.” What might this
look like in practice? Name one person that you have known who has exhibited a consistent
attitude of sacrificial love. How would you compare their love to the love of Jesus?

How would you compare Jesus’ behavior and attitude in John 13 with the behavior and atti-
tude of popular leaders and celebrities today? Why is it that we so frequently admire people
whose attitude is entirely unlike that of Jesus? What does our admiration of such people say
about ourselves?

What do you make of Martin Luther’s characterization of freedom as the freedom to forget
about your own needs and concerns and focus entirely on the needs of your neighbor? How
was Jesus able to experience that freedom? How can the gospel’s promise that you are loved
and secure and accepted in Christ enable you to forget about yourself and follow after the
example of Jesus?

What do you think is the greatest challenge to you living out this teaching? What is one prac-
tical step that you can take in the coming week to overcome this challenge?

Spend some time sharing prayer requests with one another and end in prayer. Encourage your group
members to spend the next week reading and reflecting on John 14-17.
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SESSION SIX

What Jesus Wants

Lesson Summary

John 17 contains something entirely unique to the pages of the New Testament. It is an extended
prayer of Jesus, the words that he spoke to his Father on his final night with his followers as he pre-
pared to face his upcoming crucifixion. With these words, we are given a window into the very soul
of Jesus, an insight into his deepest desires. And it turns out that what Jesus wants, what he really
wants, is for the world to see his glory, the beauty of the mutual love and delight that he shares with
the Father and the Holy Spirit. But Jesus doesn’t just want people to see his glory; he wants them to
share in it, to experience the joy that he feels in giving and receiving glory, in loving and being loved,
in enjoying and being enjoyed.

Appointed Scripture

This week, read and discuss John 17 as a group.

Group Discussion Questions
1. What was one point from this week’s teaching that stood out to you?

2. What is one thing that surprises you about Jesus’ prayer? How does this prayer change the
way you think about what Jesus wants for you and for your life? How does what Jesus wants
for you compare to what you want for yourself?

3. Discuss Bishop Lesslie Newbigin's statement: “To interpret the word ‘glory’ is to interpret the
whole Gospel.” How does Jesus’ talk of glory in this prayer relate to the gospel? What does
Jesus mean when he says that he has given his glory to his followers (17:22)? How does Jesus’
reference to the joyful giving and exchanging of glory between the Father and the Son com-
pare to the way you generally think about God?

4. What do you find beautiful in this prayer of Jesus? How do we as the church go about sharing
the beauty and glory that Jesus talks about with the world?

5. What do you think is the greatest challenge to you living out this teaching? What is one prac-
tical step that you can take in the coming week to overcome this challenge?
Pray

Spend some time sharing prayer requests with one another and end in prayer. Encourage your group
members to spend the next week reading and reflecting on John 18-19.
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SESSION SEVEN

Christ on Trial

Lesson Summary

In John 18 and 19 Jesus is put on trial, but he is not the only one. As it turns out, this moment did not
just test Jesus to reveal who he really is; it also tried and tested the hearts and characters of others
who were present that day and revealed fundamental truths about them as well. And this wasn’t the
first time this happens in the Gospel of John. To the contrary, it is simply the culmination of a series
of occasions when people have attempted to try Jesus and have found themselves on trial instead.
For that is what happens when we attempt to put Christ on trial. We discover that, in the end, we are
the ones being put to the test.

Appointed Scripture

This week, read and discuss John 19:1-16 as a group.

Group Discussion Questions
1. What was one point from this week’s teaching that stood out to you?

2. Discuss atime when you experienced hardship or trial. How did this experience of trial affect
you? What did you discover about yourself in the process?

3. What do you make of the fact that, when tried, the people surrounding Jesus were discov-
ered to be the exact opposite of what they claimed (Peter spoke courageously and acted
cowardly; the Jews denounced blasphemy and then blasphemously pledged their allegiance
to Caesar; Pilate boasted of authority and then acted subserviently against his own will)?
Can you see any parallels in your own life or history, when you discovered that you failed
in precisely the area upon which you placed greatest importance? Why are we so prone to
hypocrisy?

4. What do you think is the greatest challenge to you living out this teaching? What is one prac-
tical step that you can take in the coming week to overcome this challenge?
Pray

Spend some time sharing prayer requests with one another and end in prayer. Encourage your group
members to spend the next week reading and reflecting on John 20-21.
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SESSION EIGHT

Friendship Restored

Lesson Summary

In John 15, Jesus refers to his followers with a certain word, a word that has only ever been used
twice before in the whole Bible to describe the relationship between a human being and God, the
word “friend.” Of all of the profound mysteries conveyed in John’s gospel, there is perhaps none
greater than this—that the eternal Son of God wishes to make his followers into friends. But there
is a problem. Friendships are built on companionship, trust, and loyalty, all qualities that Jesus’ fol-
lowers failed to show when they abandoned him in his time of greatest need. Thankfully, Jesus is not
content to let his friends go. He dies for his followers and then, when he is resurrected, he restores
them to friendship.

Appointed Scripture

This week, read and discuss John 21:9-19 as a group.

Group Discussion Questions

1.

2.

Pray

What was one point from this week’s teaching that stood out to you?

Have you ever thought of Jesus as a friend? Why or why not? How might the examples of
Abraham and Moses (the only two people described as friends of God) help us understand
what it means to have friendship with God through Christ.

How do you think Peter felt when he saw Jesus on the shore of the sea that morning? Can
you relate to Peter in that moment? How does your own failure or sin make you feel about
your relationship with God?

Jesus restored Peter to friendship by inviting him to share in the work of caring for his people.
For Peter, then, friendship with Jesus meant loving what Jesus loves and working for the

same goals that Jesus is working for. How would you apply that to your own relationship with

Jesus? How does your friendship with him affect the way that you use your time and resourc-
es and the goals to which you devote yourself?

What do you think is the greatest challenge to you living out this teaching? What is one prac-
tical step that you can take in the coming week to overcome this challenge?

Spend some time sharing prayer requests with one another and end in prayer. Encourage your group
members to spend the next week rereading through the Gospel of John.



