CHRISTIAN> Leader's Guide

Lesson Summary

What work is God calling me to in this next season of my life? What is my vocation? This is one of the
most pressing concerns of ordinary Christians and it is one of the most frequent prayer requests that
clergy hear. Many Christians deeply desire to follow Jesus but are unsure of what that means in the
particularities of their own lives and opportunities. In this session, Fr. Paul offers clear and succinct
guidance that will enable all Christians, no matter their age or station in life, to better discern what
form their discipleship ought to take in their day-to-day lives.

Appointed Scripture

This week, read and discuss Isaiah 1:1-17 as a group.

Group Discussion Questions

1.
2.

Pray

What was one point from this week’s teaching that stood out to you?

Fr. Paul describes three separate vocations to which each Christian must respond: the Gen-
eral Call to follow Jesus, the Specific Call of vocation, and the Immediate Call to love God and
neighbor in the particular circumstances of everyday life. Which of these three do you most
often think of when you hear the language of “calling” or “vocation”? How would you relate
these three callings to your own life?

Frederick Buechner once said, “Vocation is the place where our deep gladness meets the
world’s deep need.” What do you make of this quote? How would you compare it to Fr. Paul’s
discussion of discerning our vocation by paying attention to both our loves and our gifts?

This lesson ends by talking about the importance of vocation being confirmed within the
Christian community. How has God used other Christians to help you discern your own call-
ing? Whose advice do you seek when you are trying to discern God'’s calling in your life? Why
is it important for others to confirm our callings?

What do you think is the greatest challenge in applying the lesson of this passage? What is
one practical step that you can take in the coming week to overcome this challenge?

Spend some time sharing prayer requests with one another and end in prayer. Encourage your group
members to spend the next week reading and reflecting on Isaiah 1-12.



