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SESSION ONE
Introduction

Reflection and Discussion
1. What s your biggest takeaway from this chapter?

2. How well do you understand the storyline of the Bible? With which parts of the biblical story
are you most familiar? With which are you the least familiar?

3. Whyis it necessary to understand the “big picture” of the Bible? How would this be helpful in
reading a book like Deuteronomy or Isaiah or the Psalms or the Gospel of Matthew?

4. What do you think of the two different arrangements of the books of the Old Testament
(pictured and discussed on page 15)? What is helpful about the History—Poetry—Prophecy
arrangement that we use in our Bibles today? What might be helpful about the traditional
Hebrew arrangement of Law—Prophets—Writings?

5. Vaughan Roberts notes that, although biblical books were written by various human authors,
there is in reality only one author. “It is God’s Word: he is the ultimate author” (17). How
should this inform the way we read the Bible?

6. Onpage 21, Roberts explains the aim of this book. What do you think of this aim? How will it
be helpful to you?

“My aim in this book is to give you an overview of the main storyline of the

Bible...By the end of this book you should have the outline of the Bible’s
story in your mind so that, whichever part you are reading, you should
know where you have come from and where you are heading.”

7. What are you most looking forward to as you study this book?

For Next Week

Ask your group members to read chapter 1, “The Pattern of the Kingdom,” in preparation for next
week. Invite them to also complete the Bible study on pages 35-36 on their own time and bring ob-
servations from that Bible study to share at your next discussion.
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