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SESSION TWO

Chapter 1: The Pattern of the Kingdom

Reflection and Discussion
1. What s your biggest takeaway from this chapter?

2. Intheintroduction, on page 22, Roberts gives a definition of the kingdom of God: “God’s peo-
ple in God’s place under God’s rule and blessing.” What do you think of this definition? How
would you apply it to his discussion of creation in Genesis 1-2?

3. Roberts’s main point in this chapter is one that he articulates in the first two sentences that
he writes on page 27: “Genesis 1-2, the first two chapters of the Bible, show us God’s origi-
nal, perfection creation. They present us with a vision of how the world is meant to be.” Talk
about how the Bible’s account of creation helps us understand “how the world is meant to be.”

4. Discuss Vaughan Roberts’s account of “rest” as the goal of creation on pages 31-32.

5. On pages 32-33, he notes that Genesis portrays “the good life” in Genesis 2:4-25 in the way
that it depicts humanity’s relationships with God, one another, and the rest of creation. How,
specifically, does Genesis 2 help us understand these three relationships?

6. How does Genesis 1-2 inform the way that you think about your own life?

For Next Week

Ask your group members to read chapter 2, “The Perished Kingdom,” in preparation for next week.
Invite them to also complete the Bible study on pages 57-58 on their own time and bring observa-
tions from that Bible study to share at your next discussion.



