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SESSION ONE
Introduction

Reflection and Discussion
1. What s your biggest takeaway from this chapter?

2. How well do you understand the storyline of the Bible? With which parts of the biblical story
are you most familiar? With which are you the least familiar?

3. Whyis it necessary to understand the “big picture” of the Bible? How would this be helpful in
reading a book like Deuteronomy or Isaiah or the Psalms or the Gospel of Matthew?

4. What do you think of the two different arrangements of the books of the Old Testament
(pictured and discussed on page 15)? What is helpful about the History—Poetry—Prophecy
arrangement that we use in our Bibles today? What might be helpful about the traditional
Hebrew arrangement of Law—Prophets—Writings?

5. Vaughan Roberts notes that, although biblical books were written by various human authors,
there is in reality only one author. “It is God’s Word: he is the ultimate author” (17). How
should this inform the way we read the Bible?

6. Onpage 21, Roberts explains the aim of this book. What do you think of this aim? How will it
be helpful to you?

“My aim in this book is to give you an overview of the main storyline of the

Bible...By the end of this book you should have the outline of the Bible’s
story in your mind so that, whichever part you are reading, you should
know where you have come from and where you are heading.”

7. What are you most looking forward to as you study this book?

For Next Week

Ask your group members to read chapter 1, “The Pattern of the Kingdom,” in preparation for next
week. Invite them to also complete the Bible study on pages 35-36 on their own time and bring ob-
servations from that Bible study to share at your next discussion.
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SESSION TWO

Chapter 1: The Pattern of the Kingdom

Reflection and Discussion
1. What s your biggest takeaway from this chapter?

2. Intheintroduction, on page 22, Roberts gives a definition of the kingdom of God: “God’s peo-
ple in God’s place under God’s rule and blessing.” What do you think of this definition? How
would you apply it to his discussion of creation in Genesis 1-2?

3. Roberts’s main point in this chapter is one that he articulates in the first two sentences that
he writes on page 27: “Genesis 1-2, the first two chapters of the Bible, show us God’s origi-
nal, perfection creation. They present us with a vision of how the world is meant to be.” Talk
about how the Bible’s account of creation helps us understand “how the world is meant to be.”

4. Discuss Vaughan Roberts’s account of “rest” as the goal of creation on pages 31-32.

5. On pages 32-33, he notes that Genesis portrays “the good life” in Genesis 2:4-25 in the way
that it depicts humanity’s relationships with God, one another, and the rest of creation. How,
specifically, does Genesis 2 help us understand these three relationships?

6. How does Genesis 1-2 inform the way that you think about your own life?

For Next Week

Ask your group members to read chapter 2, “The Perished Kingdom,” in preparation for next week.
Invite them to also complete the Bible study on pages 57-58 on their own time and bring observa-
tions from that Bible study to share at your next discussion.
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SESSION THREE

Chapter 2: The Perished Kingdom

Reflection and Discussion
1. What s your biggest takeaway from this chapter?

2. On pages 38-44, Roberts summarizes the main themes of Genesis 3-11. Try to summarize
these chapters yourself, as a group. How would you describe the fall of humanity in Genesis
3 and how does that fall relate to the events described in Genesis 4-11?

3. Speaking of our questions about the serpent that appears in the Garden of Eden and what
his background is, Roberts says: “There is no mention of such things in Genesis 3. The writer
does not set out to answer all our questions; he simply tells us what we need to know” (38).
What do you think of that? Why doesn’t the Bible answer all our questions? What do we
“need to know” and how should that affect the way we read the Bible?

4. Roberts talks about three relationships that are broken as a result of the sin in Genesis 3 (39-
40). What are those three relationships? Why are they broken by the man’s and woman'’s sin?

5. Why are the nine chapters of Genesis 3-11 important for understanding the rest of the Bible?
6. Read Genesis 3together as a group and answer the questions that Roberts includes on pages
45-46.
For Next Week

Ask your group members to read chapter 3, “The Promised Kingdom,” in preparation for next week.
Invite them to also complete the Bible study on pages 57-58 on their own time and bring observa-
tions from that Bible study to share at your next discussion.
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SESSION FOUR

Chapter 3: The Promised Kingdom

Reflection and Discussion
1. What s your biggest takeaway from this chapter?

2. Onpage 48, as he talks about Ephesians 1, Roberts observes, “There is mystery here. If God
knew it would happen, why did he allow the fall to happen in the first place? The Bible gives
no answer to that question. It just tells us what we need to know: God is in control.” Why does
the Bible not answer this question that is so often asked? What are some other questions
that the Bible chooses not to answer and instead simply “tells us what we need to know”?

3. The book discusses four examples of grace that appear amidst the sin and judgment of Gen-
esis 3-11 (pages 49-53). Which of these four examples stands out to you the most? What do
they teach us about God?

4. Onpage 53, the book quotes John Stott as saying, “It may truly be said without exaggeration
that not only the rest of the Old Testament but the whole of the New Testament are an out-
working of these promises of God.” The promises that Stott is referring to are God’s promises
to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3. What do you think of the way that Roberts summarizes these
promises on pages 54 and 55? How is the rest of the Bible an outworking of God’s promises
to Abraham?

5. Read the final section on page 55 (entitled “The promised kingdom”) out loud and discuss
that section together.

For Next Week

Ask your group members to read chapter 4, “The Partial Kingdom,” in preparation for next week.
Remind them that this is the longest chapter of the book and will therefore require more time than
usual. Finally, invite them to also complete the Bible study on pages 90-21on their own time and
bring observations from that Bible study to share at your next discussion.
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SESSION FIVE

Chapter 4: The Partial Kingdom

Reflection and Discussion
1. What s your biggest takeaway from this chapter?

2. Vaughan Roberts summarizes quite a lot of the Bible in this chapter (from Genesis 12 all the
way through 2 Chronicles). He breaks this down into four distinct sections (illustrated by Fig-
ure 15 on page 60). How familiar are you with each of these sections of the Bible? Which
would you like to study at greater length?

3. Discuss the following quote from pages 65-66:

The Bible does not just tell the story of God'’s work of salvation; at the same
time it reveals God'’s character. He is its hero from beginning to end. Some-
times we miss the point by asking too quickly, ‘What is it saying to me?’ A
good first question to ask whenever we look at a passage is, ‘What does
this tell me about God?’ Very often the application for us will then be obvi-
ous. The Bible is, above all, a book about God.

4. How is God’s relationship with his people in Genesis and Exodus similar to his relationship
with us today (see pages 60-68)? With which of the biblical stories that Roberts mentions
can you most easily identify?

5. Roberts points out that when God gave Moses the Law, that this was “for the good” of God’s
people (page 69). How were God’s commandments meant to be a blessing to the people of
Israel? How are God’s commandments a blessing to us today?

6. Study and discuss Figure 21 on page 85. How well does this graphic summarize the Old Tes-
tament from Genesis through 2 Chronicles? What do you think of Roberts’s focus on “God’s
people,” “God’s place,” and “God’s rule and blessing”?

For Next Week

Ask your group members to read Chapter 5, “The Prophesied Kingdom,” in preparation for next
week. Invite them to also complete the Bible study on pages 110-111 on their own time and bring
observations from that Bible study to share at your next discussion.
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SESSION SIX

Chapter 5: The Prophesied Kingdom

Reflection and Discussion
1. What s your biggest takeaway from this chapter?

2. Arethere any prophetic books of the Bible that have made a particular impact on you? If so,
which book and how did it impact you?

3. One of the biggest themes in the writings of the prophets is that of judgment. Sometimes
people contrast God’s judgment with his love or suggest that a loving God would not judge,
but Vaughan Roberts disagrees. He says that the God of judgment is “still the God of infinite
love” (98). What is his reason for saying this? How would you respond to someone who ob-
jects to God'’s judgment of sin?

4. Roberts discusses four specific ways in which the prophets speak about God’s promise to
establish a “people” for his kingdom (99-101). What are the four themes that he identifies?
How are these four fulfilled in Jesus?

5. On pages 104-106, he talks about four further elements of prophecy that we find in the writ-
ings of the prophets: the promise of a “new temple,” a “new creation,” a “new covenant,” and
a “new king.” Read what he says about each of these and discuss how these prophecies are
also fulfilled in Jesus.

6. Review figure 27 on page 108. What do you think of how Roberts has traced these three
themes of “God’s people,” “God’s place,” and “God’s rule and blessing”? How helpful is this
way of summarizing the biblical story to your own understanding of the Bible?

For Next Week

Ask your group members to read chapter 6, “The Present Kingdom,” in preparation for next week.
Invite them to also complete the Bible study on pages 127-128 on their own time and bring observa-
tions from that Bible study to share at your next discussion.
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SESSION SEVEN

Chapter 6: The Present Kingdom

Reflection and Discussion
1. What s your biggest takeaway from this chapter?

2. This chapter focuses on how all of the promises of the Old Testament are fulfilled in Jesus.
What is one way that this chapter helped you to understand the mission of Jesus? What is
one way that it helped you understand the promises of the Old Testament?

3. On pages 114-115, Roberts explains how the Old Testament promises are fulfilled in Jesus
not “literally” but “Christologically.” He uses the analogy of a father promising a son a horse
but fulfilling his promise with the gift of a car. Read the analogy and talk about how you would
apply it to the Bible.

4. What did you think of the description of Jesus as the “true Adam” and “true Israel” on pages
116-118?

[

5. How does Jesus fulfill the promise of God’s “rule and blessing” that Roberts has been tracing
throughout the Old Testament (hint: look at pages 119-121)?

6. Discuss the summary of the four biblical gospels on pages 124-125. How do these summa-
ries help you understand Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John? Why do you think the Holy Spirit
inspired the writing of four different gospels?

For Next Week

Ask your group members to read chapter 7, “The Proclaimed Kingdom,” in preparation for next week.
Invite them to also complete the Bible study on pages 143-145 on their own time and bring observa-
tions from that Bible study to share at your next discussion.
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SESSION EIGHT

Chapter 7: The Proclaimed Kingdom

Reflection and Discussion
1. What s your biggest takeaway from this chapter?

2. Roberts uses avariety of phrases on pages 130-131 to describe the present age in which we
live: the “last days,” the intersection of “this present age” and “the age to come,” and a time in
which the kingdom of God is both “now” and “not yet.”

The kingdom of God, he writes, is both ‘now’ and ‘not yet.’ It has come with
the appearance of Jesus on earth and through his death and resurrection...
But the kingdom is also something we must wait for in the future.

How does this way of talking about the time in which we live inform the way you think about
your own life or calling? In what way do you experience the blessing of God’s kingdom now
and how do you look forward to the fuller arrival of that kingdom in the future?

3. Talk about the way that the book describes the work of the Holy Spirit on pages 134-137.
What three primary things does the Holy Spirit do in our lives? How have you seen or expe-
rienced these things in your own life?

4. On page 137, Roberts says that there are “three tenses” that the Bible uses to speak about
our salvation from sin. “We have already been saved,” he says, “from the penalty of sin...We
shall be saved from the presence of sin..We are being saved from the power of sin.” How
should each of these three ways of thinking about salvation affect the way that we relate to
sininour lives?

5. “The Christian life,” Roberts writes, “is hard work; it is a fight and a race (2 Timothy 4:7). Do
not be surprised if you find it a struggle to live for Christ; that is the normal Christian life in
the present world.” What do you think of this, and also of the broader way that the book talks
about both the joy and the struggle of the Christian life on pages 139-142?

For Next Week

Ask your group members to read chapter 8, “The Perfected Kingdom,” as well as the Epilogue in
preparation for next week. Invite them to also complete the Bible study on pages 160-161 on their
own time and bring observations from that Bible study to share at your next discussion.
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SESSION NINE

Chapter 8: The Perfected Kingdom

Reflection and Discussion
1. What s your biggest takeaway from this chapter?
2. How did this chapter help you better understand the book of Revelation?

3. What is the purpose of the book of Revelation? What is its message to Christians who are
suffering? What should its effect be on us?

4. Discuss the description of the “new creation” on pages 155-156. How would you describe the
Christian hope of a renewed creation to someone who is new to Christianity? Why should
they look forward to such a future?

5. What stands out to you the most about Revelation’s promise of a “new Jerusalem” and a “new
temple”?

6. Inthe Epilogue, Roberts says that when we read the Bible we should pay attention to “two
dimensions.” What are those two dimensions and how can they help us read the Bible better?

7. What is your biggest takeaway from this book?



