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SESSION FOUR

Chapter 3: The Promised Kingdom

Reflection and Discussion

1.	 What is your biggest takeaway from this chapter? 

2.	 On page 48, as he talks about Ephesians 1, Roberts observes, “There is mystery here. If God 
knew it would happen, why did he allow the fall to happen in the first place? The Bible gives 
no answer to that question. It just tells us what we need to know: God is in control.” Why does 
the Bible not answer this question that is so often asked? What are some other questions 
that the Bible chooses not to answer and instead simply “tells us what we need to know”? 

3.	 The book discusses four examples of grace that appear amidst the sin and judgment of Gen-
esis 3-11 (pages 49-53). Which of these four examples stands out to you the most? What do 
they teach us about God? 

4.	 On page 53, the book quotes John Stott as saying, “It may truly be said without exaggeration 
that not only the rest of the Old Testament but the whole of the New Testament are an out-
working of these promises of God.” The promises that Stott is referring to are God’s promises 
to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3. What do you think of the way that Roberts summarizes these 
promises on pages 54 and 55? How is the rest of the Bible an outworking of God’s promises 
to Abraham? 

5.	 Read the final section on page 55 (entitled “The promised kingdom”) out loud and discuss 
that section together.

For Next Week

Ask your group members to read chapter 4, “The Partial Kingdom,” in preparation for next week. 
Remind them that this is the longest chapter of the book and will therefore require more time than 
usual. Finally, invite them to also complete the Bible study on pages 90-91on their own time and 
bring observations from that Bible study to share at your next discussion. 


