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Chapter 4: The Partial Kingdom

Reflection and Discussion
1. What s your biggest takeaway from this chapter?

2. Vaughan Roberts summarizes quite a lot of the Bible in this chapter (from Genesis 12 all the
way through 2 Chronicles). He breaks this down into four distinct sections (illustrated by Fig-
ure 15 on page 60). How familiar are you with each of these sections of the Bible? Which
would you like to study at greater length?

3. Discuss the following quote from pages 65-66:

The Bible does not just tell the story of God'’s work of salvation; at the same
time it reveals God'’s character. He is its hero from beginning to end. Some-
times we miss the point by asking too quickly, ‘What is it saying to me?’ A
good first question to ask whenever we look at a passage is, ‘What does
this tell me about God?’ Very often the application for us will then be obvi-
ous. The Bible is, above all, a book about God.

4. How is God’s relationship with his people in Genesis and Exodus similar to his relationship
with us today (see pages 60-68)? With which of the biblical stories that Roberts mentions
can you most easily identify?

5. Roberts points out that when God gave Moses the Law, that this was “for the good” of God’s
people (page 69). How were God’s commandments meant to be a blessing to the people of
Israel? How are God’s commandments a blessing to us today?

6. Study and discuss Figure 21 on page 85. How well does this graphic summarize the Old Tes-
tament from Genesis through 2 Chronicles? What do you think of Roberts’s focus on “God’s
people,” “God’s place,” and “God’s rule and blessing”?

For Next Week

Ask your group members to read Chapter 5, “The Prophesied Kingdom,” in preparation for next
week. Invite them to also complete the Bible study on pages 110-111 on their own time and bring
observations from that Bible study to share at your next discussion.



