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SESSION SIX

Chapter 5: The Prophesied Kingdom

Reflection and Discussion
1. What s your biggest takeaway from this chapter?

2. Arethere any prophetic books of the Bible that have made a particular impact on you? If so,
which book and how did it impact you?

3. One of the biggest themes in the writings of the prophets is that of judgment. Sometimes
people contrast God’s judgment with his love or suggest that a loving God would not judge,
but Vaughan Roberts disagrees. He says that the God of judgment is “still the God of infinite
love” (98). What is his reason for saying this? How would you respond to someone who ob-
jects to God'’s judgment of sin?

4. Roberts discusses four specific ways in which the prophets speak about God’s promise to
establish a “people” for his kingdom (99-101). What are the four themes that he identifies?
How are these four fulfilled in Jesus?

5. On pages 104-106, he talks about four further elements of prophecy that we find in the writ-
ings of the prophets: the promise of a “new temple,” a “new creation,” a “new covenant,” and
a “new king.” Read what he says about each of these and discuss how these prophecies are
also fulfilled in Jesus.

6. Review figure 27 on page 108. What do you think of how Roberts has traced these three
themes of “God’s people,” “God’s place,” and “God’s rule and blessing”? How helpful is this
way of summarizing the biblical story to your own understanding of the Bible?

For Next Week

Ask your group members to read chapter 6, “The Present Kingdom,” in preparation for next week.
Invite them to also complete the Bible study on pages 127-128 on their own time and bring observa-
tions from that Bible study to share at your next discussion.



