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SESSION EIGHT

Chapter 7: The Proclaimed Kingdom

Reflection and Discussion
1. What s your biggest takeaway from this chapter?

2. Roberts uses avariety of phrases on pages 130-131 to describe the present age in which we
live: the “last days,” the intersection of “this present age” and “the age to come,” and a time in
which the kingdom of God is both “now” and “not yet.”

The kingdom of God, he writes, is both ‘now’ and ‘not yet.’ It has come with
the appearance of Jesus on earth and through his death and resurrection...
But the kingdom is also something we must wait for in the future.

How does this way of talking about the time in which we live inform the way you think about
your own life or calling? In what way do you experience the blessing of God’s kingdom now
and how do you look forward to the fuller arrival of that kingdom in the future?

3. Talk about the way that the book describes the work of the Holy Spirit on pages 134-137.
What three primary things does the Holy Spirit do in our lives? How have you seen or expe-
rienced these things in your own life?

4. On page 137, Roberts says that there are “three tenses” that the Bible uses to speak about
our salvation from sin. “We have already been saved,” he says, “from the penalty of sin...We
shall be saved from the presence of sin..We are being saved from the power of sin.” How
should each of these three ways of thinking about salvation affect the way that we relate to
sininour lives?

5. “The Christian life,” Roberts writes, “is hard work; it is a fight and a race (2 Timothy 4:7). Do
not be surprised if you find it a struggle to live for Christ; that is the normal Christian life in
the present world.” What do you think of this, and also of the broader way that the book talks
about both the joy and the struggle of the Christian life on pages 139-142?

For Next Week

Ask your group members to read chapter 8, “The Perfected Kingdom,” as well as the Epilogue in
preparation for next week. Invite them to also complete the Bible study on pages 160-161 on their
own time and bring observations from that Bible study to share at your next discussion.
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